CHAP. X]                WAHHABEE PATIENTS                        Ij

men falling down dead drunk after a single whiff of smoke,
and of others in a state of bestial and habitual ebriety from
its use. Nor were his stories so purely gratuitous as many
might at first imagine. The only tobacco known, when known,
in Southern Nejed, is that of 'Oman, a very powerful species.
I was myself astonished, and almost " taken in," more than
once, by its extraordinary narcotic effects, when I experi-
enced them, in the coffee-houses of Bahreyn and the K'hfiwahs
of Sohar. It were no exaggeration to represent its strength by
the analogous symbols of XX, or even XXX,

However, I would not subscribe to his argument; besides, I
had not yet tried the sort of tobacco which he had in mind.
So I rejoined that, without questioning in the least the accuracy
of the facts he stated, they were after all to be looked on as
exceptions, or unfortunate idiosyncracies ; and that., in a general
way, the depraved wretches whom we Damascenes, in the less
enlightened regions of the north, daily saw with deep regret
indulging in the use of the " shameful," did not exhibit any
notable Symptoms of ebriety, or incur such tragic catastrophes,
at le.ast in their outward man.

But my preceptor turned the tables on me by boldly asserting
intoxication to be the rule and non-intoxication the exception.
fiC Just so," added he, " some men will drink wine without being
sensibly affected by it, yet their example nohow exempts the
liquor from the absolute prohibition, founded on its natural
and ordinary effect." Whereto I thought it wisest to make no
reply, for fear of a too comprehensive major in my syllogism,
which might have brought me under suspicion of advocating
wine also, and so made bad worse.

Still 'Abd-el-Kereem, like most sophists, felt inwardly that
his first reason was not entirely conclusive, and now brought
forward a second, founded on tradition. That authority teaches
us that Mahomet, why or when I do not remember, declared
to his followers the unlawfulness of employing in food whatever
had been burnt or singed with fire. Perhaps this is one reason
for the "universality of boiled meat in Nejed, to the total ex-
clusion of roasted, grilled, or fried, unless ignorance of cookery
be the only practical cause. Any way, there stands the pro-
hibition, and it only remained to show that tobacco smoke was